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Panther Pride Stadium Campaign 
929 Lakeshore Drive 
Leesport, PA   19533 

 

Why Raise Money 
Our children deserve the best! Student-athletes benefit from enhanced physical fitness and the emotional 

support of teammates, coaches and mentors outside of the home and classroom. They learn accountability, 

self-discipline and leadership as they in turn instill a sense of pride in the greater community and serve as a 

rallying point for Panther Pride. Over 50% of the total SV student body, grades 7-12, participate in team 

athletics! 

 

13 State Champions 
The Panther Pride Stadium Campaign was formed by community volunteers to assist Schuylkill Valley School 

District in raising funds to renovate our high school stadium.  The stadium is largely unchanged since it was 

built in 1962.  Despite our high school track and field program having 13 individual state champions, one team 

state championship, and two state team runner-up finishes, only one state champion came from track events 

and Schuylkill Valley has one of the few remaining cinder tracks.  We don’t believe that is a coincidence, but 

we DO believe that we can provide better facilities for our highly successful track and field program.  Many 

District residents do not realize that our track athletes travel to neighboring school districts to better prepare 

and train on all-weather surfaces for county, district and state championship meets. 

 

Undersized grass field 
The grass stadium field is undersized for soccer and unusable for field hockey.  Soccer players have to start 

their corner kick runs on the cinder track, jump the curb, and kick the ball immediately, as the corner of the field 

is just inside the curb.  The goal is to expand the field and install an artificial surface to make the field usable 

for football, soccer, field hockey, lacrosse, PE classes, cold-weather training for spring sports, youth sports, 

and community fitness. 

 

The commitment from committee members 

“Schuylkill Valley provided me the foundation for success. At our recent Pride 
of SV alumni induction, I was shocked and disappointed to see that the current 
student athletes still compete on the same run down cinder track and too small 
stadium field that I competed on 20 years ago. Clearly the youth of the SV 
school district are at a competitive disadvantage. This is unacceptable. In an 
increasingly competitive world, our students deserve a safe and modern 
athletic facility.  The value of athletics in the growth of our children cannot be 
underestimated. Lessons learned on the field are directly transferable to 
everyday life.  In addition, an updated stadium can be the centerpiece to reinvigorate community involvement 
with the school. So let's take pride in our community and children and give them the tools necessary to 
succeed. Please support the Panther Pride Stadium Campaign.” 



 

 
“My wife, Etta, and I have lived in this wonderful community for 34 years.  Our three 
children graduated from Schuylkill Valley in 1997, 1999 and 2002, all being very 
active in music, arts, sports and clubs.  They are now enjoying successful careers; 
one in government, one in engineering, and one in the health field. The education 
they received and activities they participated in at Schuylkill Valley were invaluable in 

preparing them for college and beyond, and in shaping their lives.  For this, we will always be grateful, and 
hope that all SV parents and their children will have these same excellent opportunities in their school careers, 
translating into success in their adult lives.  For these reasons, I have decided to become involved in Schuylkill 
Valley's efforts to upgrade our stadium and athletic facilities.  lt's time to give back!” 
 

Largely unchanged since it was built in 1962 
Here is an aerial view of the current stadium: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Track is barely 6 lanes and comprised of cinders, surrounded by raised concrete curbing. 

 Grass field is undersized for soccer and not suitable for field hockey. 

 Current field hockey field has a slope at one goal.  The current field could be used as a practice field 

with competitions on the turf field for both high school and junior high teams. 

Proposed improvements to benefit students and the community 
 

Here are 

architectural 

renderings of the 

proposed 

enhancements: 

Roger Schmidt 
Partner, E. J. Breneman 

SV Panther Pride Stadium Committee Member 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The track will be expanded to 8 lanes, which will enable large invitationals to take place. 

 The track will be an all-weather surface and will be open for community fitness use and provide a safer 

surface for all school and community events, including Special Olympics and Relay for Life. 

 A new digital scoreboard would enhance opportunities for revenue-generating sponsorships to support 

district and community programs and events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The field will be widened to regulation width for soccer. 

 The field will be a turf surface suitable for football, soccer, field hockey, lacrosse, PE classes, and  

youth sports. 

 Visiting stands (right) would be moved back to provide space for widening the field and track. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A fence surround and permanent ticket booth wil provide a single point of entry for all spectators, as 

well as guiding visitors through an entrance area featuring donor recognition and custom brick pavers. 

 

The Schuylkill Valley school district has allocated several hundred thousand dollars to fund replacement lights, 

light poles, fencing, architectural fees, and other costs that are related to the campaign project.  It is a true 

partnership between the District, the school Board of Directors and the Panther Pride Stadium Campaign 

committee. 

The Panther Pride Stadium Campaign’s focus is on funding the projected $3 million budget for the all-weather 

track surface and turf stadium field. Your financial support can help make our stadium vision a reality for 

everyone in the Schuylkill Valley community… Panther Pride starts here! 

Log onto www.schuylkillvalley.org and click on the stadium project picture or log onto 

https://www.facebook.com/PantherPrideStadiumCampaign/ to learn about the campaign. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Panther Pride Stadium Campaign Committee                       
 
P.O. Box 861 
Leesport PA 19533 
Email: PPSC@schuylkillvalley.org 
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