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Elementary School 
RAINFOREST!

Recently, virtual and in-person fourth graders 
transformed their hallway into a tropical rainforest 
as part of an ecosystem project. Each student was 
responsible for researching and creating a 3D 
animal, creating a food chain poster 
incorporating their animal, and writing a report 
including information about its physical and 
behavioral adaptations.While it has been 
challenging navigating this project with all of the 
restrictions due to the pandemic, we were able to 
work as a team, both teachers and students, to 
complete it safely! 
                                                                        

SCHUYLKILL VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER



It’s official! Schuylkill Valley 
High School has been named 
as one of America’s Best High 
Schools in U.S. News & 
World Report for the third 
consecutive year. With data 
based on the 2019-2020 
academic year, the high school 
was ranked number 2800 
nationally out of 17,857 high 
schools that were evaluated. In 
Pennsylvania, SV ranked 
113th and was fourth in Berks 
County.  Only the top 40% of 
all high schools in the nation 
receive this award. 
Congratulations to the 
students, faculty, support staff, 
administration and School 
Board of Directors on this 
worthy achievement.  

Three Times a Charm!
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Environmental Warriors Alert! Library students in grades K-2 were inspired to turn “broken 
books” into upcycled treasures after reading One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling 
Women of the Gambia. In the 1990s, Ceesay, known as the Queen of Plastic Recycling, 
discovered that plastic bags were wreaking havoc throughout her country in ways she never 
could have imagined, so she co-founded the Recycling Centre of N’Jau and completely 
transformed the way plastic bags impact her community. Students at SVES transformed 
book covers and pages into bookmarks to be used again and again. Special thanks to library 
teacher Mrs. Stephanie Jacobs for the wonderful idea! 

Reading + Recycling
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



In addition to our Rainforest hallway project showcased on 
the cover of this newsletter, the rest of the elementary school 
participated in its first, school-wide “Pollution Pledge.”  

Fourth-graders were featured in April’s Panther Pride 
Assembly as “Waste Warriors,” educating students about 
Earth Day and the dangers we face regarding pollution, 
especially plastic pollution in our oceans. Every student in 
the elementary school received a handprint to stick next to 
one of five plastic items in the Commons Area that 
symbolize their pledge to reduce, reuse and recycle. Special 

thanks to the 
fourth-grade 
teachers for 
inspiring 
these 
fantastic 
projects!  

Putting Pollution in its Place!
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Second-graders Catianna Perez and Carson Blanski 
participated in Ready, Set, Read with Mrs. Deborah Werstler, 
Reading Specialist, and Mr. Nicholas White, IT Technician.  
 
Each Thursday from January through May, twelve second-graders 
and fourteen volunteer tutors participated in Ready, Set, Read, a 
United Way tutoring program. Students met virtually once a week 
with a volunteer to improve their reading, proving that one-on-one 
connection is key to learning.  In the past, the elementary school 
held Ready, Set, Read sessions in-person in the library. This year, 
we almost had to cancel the program because guests and 
volunteers were not permitted in the building due to Covid.  The 
United Way offered a virtual option to all of its Ready, Set, Read 
schools, and SVES was the only school to try it…to much success!   

Ready, Set, Read!

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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MIDDLESCHOOL

This spring, our fifth graders 
studied the U.S. Constitution 
and how we elect our president. 
After a primary in each section, 
candidates were selected and 
each chose a running mate. They 
selected a single issue important 
to them, such as needing more 
playground equipment, recess for 
more grade levels and the use of 
styrofoam in the cafeteria. 
Speeches were given, debates 
were held and the general 
election took place. The winners 
met with Dr. Joshua Kuehner, 
principal, and Mrs. Candace 
Kehres, assistant principal, to 
discuss their campaign goals. 

How Do We 
Elect A  
President?

MS Virtual  
Art Show

Tiny House  
Project

Sixth-graders began their cross-
curricular Tiny House Project during 
the month of May. Students read a 
historical fiction book of their 
choice, summarized the information 
and made journal entries on the 
content of their specific novel.  In 
math class, students then created a 
plan calculating the area and 
perimeter for the tiny house layout 
for their book’s main character.  

With a $10,000 budget to purchase 
the items needed to customize their 
house, students produced a visual 
layout for their design. In geography, 
students made two environmentally 
friendly design choices in their tiny 
houses, considering the location, 
climate, resources and weather. In 
STEAM, students designed floor 
plans of their tiny house in the 
website www.floorplanner.com. The 
project culminated in a screencastify 
presentation for their peers. 

“Mosaic” by seventh-grader  
David Lopez

SIXTH GRADE
FIFTH GRADE

Mrs. Ronda Seymour, middle 
school art specialist, along with 
Mr. Dan Shuman, technology 
coordinator, created a Virtual Art 
Show on YouTube to showcase 
this year’s student work on the 
theme Latin America. You can 
find the video here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=RM5xKdv7DIw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM5xKdv7DIw
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MIDDLESCHOOL

Periodic Table of Elements  
Science Project
In seventh grade science, students studied the periodic table of elements, 
selected a random element and built a model to represent it. Students 
differentiated between neutrons, protons and electrons using varying colors 
in their materials, determined a common use of the element and researched 
the person who discovered it. Screencastify recordings were presented by 
each student and their elements were displayed in the science classroom. 
Some unusual materials were used this year, including marshmallows, as 
displayed in the yellow element pictured in the middle of the photo at right. 

FIFTH GRADE HALLWAY ARTWORK

Gifted Student 
Presentations
Three students in the eighth-grade gifted class shared their 
presentations of a historical natural disaster with their peers. 
Calvin Arndt presented about the Dust Bowl, reenacting the 
event on the enviroscape, a visual land/water model and 
explaining how the overtilled and stripped farm land turned 
to dust, which then eroded farm fields, sending dust and 
debris into the air. 

Jasin Harrell and Owen Machemer shared their presentation 
on the pesticide gas leak disaster in Bhopal, India in the 
1980s. This gas leak had catastrophic outcomes for the people 
who lived there, resulting in health problems and an ongoing 
ecological problem for the land and water. Students were 
taught about water tables, how water travels underground and 
how pollution on top of the land affects more than just the 
surface area. 

Thanks MS PTO!
Special thanks to the 
Middle School PTO for 
generously covering 
the cost of the fifth-
grade virtual field trip 
this year. Students 
took a virtual tour to 
each of several 
historic sites in 
Philadelphia, which 
corresponded with 
their history 
curriculum.  

SEVENTH GRADE
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STEAM | STEM NEWS

On March 11, eight representatives from 
Ashley Furniture in Wisconsin, North 
Carolina and Leesport toured the district’s 
STEAM and engineering classrooms. Visiting 
the middle school first, they received an 
overview of the 8th grade VEX robotics 
program, for which Ashley donated kits last 
year, and the Robotics Club with Mr. Howard 
Emerson and Mr. Makoto Kizuka, STEAM 
teachers. Then they visited the high school 
with Mr. Matthew Cullen, technology and 
engineering education teacher, where he 
provided a tour of the high school technology 
and engineering labs and class spaces. Mr. 
Cullen provided a presentation on the 
Panther Manufacturing student-run business. 
We extend a huge thank you to Ashley 
Furniture for visiting with us and for their 
continued support of our STEAM 
programming at SV. 

GAINING 
STEAM
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STEAM | STEM NEWS

The high school technology and engineering education 
department has been implementing a new STEM course, 
researching and developing a student-run manufacturing 
operation/school-based enterprise, and completing tech 
lab upgrades during the 2020-21 school year. Funding 
from the PAstar grant, high school budget, district 
technology budget, and Ashley Education Foundation 
provided the financial assistance.  Highlights include: 

• Existing 3D printer stations moved with new data 
drops for connection to  network  

• New Formlab 3 desktop 3D printer installed, powered 
by low force stereolithography  

• New Glowforge laser cutter installed with engraver for 
part and product fabrication  

• Robotics storage and workstation obtained for VEX 
and RoboLoco equipment  

• Computer stations upgraded and set up. New 
hardware and software installed with dual monitors for 
student and teacher stations for productivity and 
workflow  

In addition, a new iSTEM course was offered to all high school 
students for the 2020-21 school year. The integrated, hands-
on, project-oriented, interdisciplinary introduction course in 
design, engineering, robotics, materials, prototyping and 
research focuses on science, technology, math, problem-
solving, communication, critical thinking, creativity and 
collaboration. A second level iSTEM course will be offered for 
the 2021-22 school year.  

We are grateful to the Ashley Furniture Educational 
Foundation for their strong partnership in supporting the high 
school STEM program. The largest manufacturer of furniture 
in the world, Ashley Furniture Industries, LLC, has developed 
a number of partnerships with K-12 and post-secondary 
schools over the past five years. Combined efforts have 
included investing in STEM-based learning opportunities, 
scholarships, providing students with exposure to technical 
trades and career opportunities, instructor training and 
robotics programs. “We believe in the importance of 
developing long-lasting partnerships with our local schools and 
investing in the area of education for our youth,” said Mr. Ron 
Wanek, founder and chairman of Ashley Furniture Industries. 

21st CENTURY  
TECHNOLOGY



Sam Lisa – 2nd place at Districts in 
the 100 hurdles.  

Jayden Heck-Hoppes – 4th place at 
Districts in the 800 meters; 8th place 
at Districts in the high jump.  

Emma Deyarmin – 4th place at 
Districts in the shot put; 5th place at 
Districts in the discus.  

Jayden Heck-Hoppes, Sarah Gilbert, 
Averi Hidalgo, Lexi Seymour – 4th 
place at Districts in the 3200 meter 
relay.  

Emily Starr – 6th place at Districts in 
the long jump. 

Jayden Heck-Hoppes, Sarah Gilbert, 
Annie Gao, Tori Reali – 7th place at 
Districts in the 1600 meter relay.  

Annie Gao – 8th place at Districts in 
the long jump.  
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For the first time in school history, the Girls’ Track and Field team won the PIAA Class 2A Track and Field Championships 
on May 28 at Shippensburg University.  Just one week earlier, the team captured the District III Class 2A championship. 
Congratulations to the student-athletes, coaches and parents! Individual Girls’ medal-winning performances:   

 Ashlyn Giles – 1st place at States 
in shot put and discus (new state 
meet record); 1st place at 
Districts in shot put (new 
district record) and discus and 
6th place at Districts in javelin.  

Madison Ziska – 3rd place at 
States in the 200 meters, 4th 
place at States in the long jump, 
7th place at States in the 400 
meters and was part of the third-
place 400 meter relay team.   

At Districts, she placed first in 
the 400 meters and placed 
second in the long jump and 200 
meters.  

Sam Lisa, Abby Searfoss, Annie 
Gao and Madison Ziska – 3rd 
place at States in the 400 meter 
relay.   

Sam Lisa, Tori Reali, Annie Gao 
and Madison Ziska – 1st place at 
Districts in the 400 meter relay.   

  

Senior Ashlyn Giles 
Congratulations to senior Ashlyn Giles, who 
took first place in the shot put at the Adidas 
Indoor National competition on March 1.  
Ashlyn is nationally ranked first in shot put 
and third in discus.  She has had a stellar 
spring season in track and field, setting new 
state and state meet records in the discus.  
Read on for her accomplishments at the 
county, district and state level. 

Girls’ Track and Field Team Win at District Championship

HIGH SCHOOL   

Girls Track and Field Team First in State! 



SV Swimming
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Boys’ State and  
District medal-winning 
performances: 

Luke Seymour – 2nd place at States 
in the 1600 meters (new school 
record) and 5th place at States in 
the 800 meters, 1st place at Districts 
in the 800 and 1600 meters.  

Nathan Schaeffer – 7th place at 
States in the pole vault, 2nd place at 
Districts in the pole vault.  

Luke Seymour

Girls’ Track and Field Team Win at States!

Mr. Kyle Campbell, Class 2A Girls’ 
Swimming Coach of the Year

Mr. Kyle Campbell was named Class 2A Girls 
Swimming Coach of the Year by the 
Pennsylvania High School Swim Coaches 
Association. The head coach of the boys and 
girls swim teams, Mr. Campbell is a graduate 
of Schuylkill Valley and has coached for the 
past seven seasons.  In that time, his teams have 
compiled a 48-19 record, including a 5-2 mark 
this season in the Central Penn League. This 
year, Mr. Campbell led the SV girls swim team 
to its fifth straight District III Class 2A 
championship and a third-place finish at the 
PIAA State Championships. Congratulations, 
Mr. Campbell!  

Congratulations to the girls’ swim team for 
their medal-winning performance at the PIAA 
Class 2A state meet at Cumberland Valley on 
March 19.  

200 medley relay – Aryanna Kulp, Annie Gao, 
Megan Erhnfeldt and Emily Gao – 5th in state 

200 free – Megan Ehrnfeldt – 3rd in state   

100 fly – Annie Gao - 7th in state 

200 free relay – Annie Gao, Emily Gao, Jenna 
Kirby, Katie Eisenhofer – 8th in state 

500 free – Megan Ehrnfeldt - 4th in state  

100 breast – Annie Gao - 3rd in state  

 WINTER & SPRING SPORTS

Joey Loose, Aidan Gensure, 
Dan Koch, Luke Seymour – 1st 
place at Districts in the 1600 
meter relay.  

Joey Loose, Reinhold Louis, 
Dan Koch, Avery Adekola – 
2nd place at Districts in the 
400 meter relay.   

Aiden Gensure – 3rd place at 
Districts in the 800 meters.  

The SV community is very 
proud of everyone on the 
team, which is coached by Mr. 
Terry McKechnie, Mrs. Allyson 
McKechnie, Ms. Crystal 
Cammauf, Mr. Todd Reinert 
and Mr. Dan Shuman.     
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On Sunday, February 23, the Socratic 
Chapter of the National Honor Society 
held its annual Induction ceremony in 
the high school auditorium. In order for 
the students to celebrate this 
achievement with their family and 
friends, three separate ceremonies were 
held in person while still maintaining all 
Covid-19 protocols. Thirty-eight 
students were recognized that evening. 
The inductees received words of wisdom 
from Mr. Michael T. Mitchell Jr., 
superintendent, and former high school 
principal, Dr. Sarah Yoder. Current 
National Honor Society members Aiden 
Gensure, Vanessa Jones, Kara Faulk and 
Ella Jenkins spoke about the four pillars - 
scholarship, service, leadership and 
character. Addison Angstadt was the 
master of ceremonies for the evening. 
NHS would also like to thank Timothy 
Horrell and Tanner Mountz for 
volunteering to work the sound and 
lights for the evening.  The NHS is 
advised by Mrs. Lisa Chillot, science 
teacher at the high school. The 
ceremony was taped and is posted on the 
SVHS Facebook page. 

Allison Ammarell 
Brenden Bernhart 

Reese Camlin 

Drew Campbell 

Mason A. Clery 

Lily Crowell 

Evan Duda 

Benjamin S. Eddinger 

HIGHSCHOOL

National  
Honor  
Society  
Induction

Megan Elizabeth Ehrnfeldt 

Kathleen Eisenhofer 

Anthony M. Gentile 

Lindsey Giacobello 

Sarah Gilbert 

Ethan Goetz 

Anna Kate Gwiazdowski 

Victoria Alejandra Heidecker 

Averi Hidalgo 

Bryce Hill 

Madison Houck 

Jessica Hummel 

Landen Jamison 

Daniel E. Koch 

Makayla Lowery 

Caleb M. Miller 

Sara Elizabeth Motz 

Mara Nagle 

Samson H. Phan 

Andrew D. Rider 

Reagan Noelle Rittenhouse 

Kory P. Sander 

Abigail Sisco 

Riley Slifer 

Dylan Slusser 

Dylan Patrick Small 

Courtney Thompson 

Jonathon P. Werley 

Alexis Wolcott 

Kristian Wolf 

  

The 2020-2021 inductees are:
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HIGHSCHOOL

Addison Angstadt  
(Senior Student of the Year) 

Vladimir Caba 

Lily Crowell 

Lily Dang 

Aidan Gensure 

Sarah Gilbert  
(Junior Student of the Year) 

Ashlyn Giles 

Anna-Kate Gwiazdowski 

Averi Hidalgo 

Timothy Horrell 

Tanner Mountz 

Sara Motz 

Mara Nagle 

Jillian Phillips 

Reagan Rittenhouse 

Luke Seymour 

Samantha Stewart 

Jonathon Werley 

Students of 
the Month 
and the Year

Outstanding in 
the Field

Ms. Michelle DeStefano, math teacher at 
the high school, was honored as an 
Outstanding Teacher at the 
Philadelphia Phillies baseball game on 
May 3.  Nominated by superintendent 
Mr. Michael T. Mitchell, Jr., last year, Ms. 
DeStefano finally got to attend and be 
recognized at the major league game 
this year after Covid restrictions were 
mitigated.

The High School Reading Olympics 
team placed second in the county in an 
event held virtually via the BCIU on 
April 23. The team, coached by Mr. 
Matt Reed, high school librarian and 
enrichment coordinator, prepared 
throughout the year by reading a list of 
twenty-five books. Students competed 
in three rounds answering trivia 
questions about the novels on the list. 
The team went undefeated, a perfect 3-
0 against their opponents. Their 
aggregate score placed them in second 
place overall, which marks the most 

successful season for the Panthers 
since the creation of the event. 
Congratulations to seniors Cloey 
Fleming, Sam Stewart and Emily 
Zahariah, junior Alexis Smeck, 
sophomore Liz Zahariah, and 
freshman Abbey Tenney.   
Read on Panthers!

Reading Olympics

On May 11, eighteen juniors 
and seniors were celebrated as 
Students of the Month and 
Year. Sponsored by the 
Central Berks Lions Club and 
the Bern Township Lions 
Club, the students are listed 
below the photo. 
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HOMECOMING

Homecoming festivities were held 
during a pep rally at the stadium 
on May 7. Isabella Romig was 
crowned homecoming queen and 
Kara Faulk was the runner-up.  
The court was comprised of 
Addison Angstadt, Kara Faulk, 
Madison Houck, Heather LaFaver, 
Harlee Neuin, Jillian Phillips, 
Isabella Romig, Emily Starr and 
Jenna Weidenheimer. Vladimir 
Caba was voted the Spirit King 
based on Penny Wars donations  
of $225 to his charity, the Make-
A-Wish Foundation.  
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HIGHSCHOOL

PYEA’s Man Pageant 
Raises Funds for 
Pediatric Cancer 
Foundation
The district’s PYEA (Pennsylvania Youth Education 
Association) chapter sponsored its first “Man 
Pageant” to help raise funds for Four Diamonds 
Pediatric Cancer Foundation. Eight seniors: Jacob 
Braucher, Vladimir Caba, Aiden Gensure, Timothy 
Horrell, Daniel Koch, Reinhold Louis, Nathan Schaeffer 
and Charles “Chanz” Stevens volunteered their time 
and talent to compete on the stage.  

The show was taped on a Sunday evening in front of 
a small, live studio audience. Senior Addison 
Angstadt was the master of ceremonies for the event 
and Tanner Mountz worked the lights and sound. 
Voting took place on the PYEA’s Donor Drive page 
and through donations at lunches.  

Vlad Caba was the “Student Choice Champion” and 
the overall winner was Jacob Braucher. Because of 
the generosity of the SV community, the event 
raised $2,626 for Four Diamonds, which guarantees 
that any child who is at Penn State Children’s 
Hospital in Hershey will never see a bill when 
battling childhood cancer.  

The PYEA is co-advised by Mrs. Lisa Chillot, science 
teacher, and Mr. Jeffrey Chillot, math teacher.  
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HIGHSCHOOL

The PYEA sponsored a high school parking space 
decorating fundraiser on Saturday, April 17. Students 
donated between $5 and $10 for the opportunity to 
decorate their assigned parking space with sidewalk chalk 
in a socially-distanced activity. All of the students who 
participated had lots of fun, and the money collected was 
donated to Four Diamonds to help children battling 
childhood cancer.

CHALK  
IT UP!
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HIGHSCHOOL

Schuylkill Valley High School students participated  
in the annual Berks County Intermediate Unit Secondary 
Art Exhibit, hosted by the Goggleworks in Reading.  
Ms. Jess Harle, high school art education teacher, and  
Mr. Matt Cullen, high school technology and engineering 
education teacher, collected submissions, digitally 
photographed them and submitted the pictures online for 
the virtual judging and art show. The finalists were selected 
by the judging committee using the new virtual format. The 
following students had their artwork hung at the 
Goggleworks in the Schmitt Gallery during May. 

Allora Fernandez – 1st Place, Hand Built Pottery.  Second 
place in the Reading-Berks Guild of Craftsmen 2021 Awards 

Lydia Crespo – 2nd Place, Black and White Drawing 

Mariah Weik – 2nd Place, Black and White Photography 

Abrielle Rowles – 3rd Place, Printmaking 

Lily Dang – Honorable Mention, Black and White Drawing 

Isabella Hoeltzel – Honorable Mention, Oils/Acrylics 

To see all of the SVHS artwork, the virtual display of the 
show is online at: https://www.berksiu.org/students-
families/k-12-education-student-services/events-competitions/
berks-county-secondary-art-show/ 

Secondary



ALUMNI NEWS
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Alumni Ryan McEwen, Class of 2011, and Marissa (McEwen) 
Sunnekalb, class of 2013, are serving in the Air Force following 
their commissioning after graduation from Penn State 
University’s Air Force ROTC program in 2015 and 2017, 
respectively.  

Captain Ryan McEwen graduated from Penn State with dual 
majors in Crime, Law & Justice and International Politics with 
a concentration on Homeland Security. He flies in the B-1 
Bomber, serving as the Weapon Systems Officer. Captain 
McEwen completed his Mission Commander upgrade at Red 
Flag, the nation’s premier air-to-air combat training exercise, 
where he commanded over 50 fighters and bombers to execute a 
plan that he developed. He and his wife reside near his base in 
South Dakota. 

First Lieutenant Marissa (McEwen) Sunnekalb graduated from 
Penn State with a degree in Nursing and works as an RN. She is 
currently pursuing dual degrees in Doctor of Nursing Practice 
(DNP) and Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) at the University 
of Missouri. Over the last year, she tested patients for COVID-
19 and oversaw the Coronavirus program for her base. Recently, 
she has deployed to give the vaccine through mass vaccination 
sites in the US. She and her husband reside in Nebraska. 

Captain Ryan McEwen

Mikayla Davis

First Lieutenant  
Marissa (McEwen)  
Sunnekalb

Class of 2019 alumna Mikayla Davis 
was recently named Berks County’s 
Dairy Princess. In her capacity, she 
will tour the county educating on the 
benefits of dairy. Mikayla will be a 
junior at Penn State this fall, with a 
major in Agriculture Business 
Management. 

Future  
Business 
Leader of 
America
Congratulations to senior Michael 
Herman, who placed third in 
Marketing at the Pennsylvania 
FBLA State Leadership 
conference, held virtually over 
spring break in April. He is now 
eligible to compete in the FBLA 
National Convention this summer.  

HIGHSCHOOL
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